Parish of Our Lady of Good Counsel

61 London Road, Wickford, Essex SS12 0AW

Application for Baptism

Name of Child:

Address:

Telephone Number:

Date of birth:

Father’s Name:

Father’s Religion:

Are you currently practicing? Yes/No*

Mothers Name:

Maiden Name:

Mother’s Religion:

Are you currently practicing? Yes/No*

Place of Marriage

Godparents:

Name

Religion

(Please see guidance on the
back of this form)

Suggested date of baptism:

(This is not guaranteed until confirmed by Fr John)

I/we promise to bring up

Signed:

in the Catholic faith.

Date:




BAPTISMAL APPLICATION PROCEDURE

1. Please complete the Baptismal Application Form.

2. Once the form is completed, please contact Danny & Jayne Balaam 01268 571404 to arrange
pre-baptism preparation and take this form along with you to the meeting.

3. Upon satisfactory completion of your preparation with Danny & Jayne, you will be contacted
by Fr John to arrange the baptismal date for your child.

GODPARENTS FOR A CATHOLIC BAPTISM

‘What are the requirements to be a godparent? A godparent should be a confirmed, Catholic Christian who is at
least 16 years of age, and who faithfully practices and believes in the Catholic faith as a participating member of
a parish community.

Godparents for a Catholic Baptism
How many godparents should there be? Church law only requires you to have one godparent; however, it has
been tradition to have two.

Can the same godparents have responsibility for more than one child in the same family? Yes, as long as they
take seriously their responsibility and intention to help the children grow in faith.

‘What gender should the godparent be?
If you choose only one godparent, you are free to choose a male or a female. However, if you wish to have two
godparents, there must be one male and one female.

Can a non-Catholic serve as a godparent?

A baptized, non-Catholic may serve as an “official witness” to the baptism, only if there is a proper Catholic
sponsor who fully meets all requirements of a godparent. The non-Catholic who is selected as a witness should
be an active and participating member of his/her church community. During the baptism, a non-Catholic
witness may perform all the parts of the ceremony that a godparent does. His or her name will be entered into
the Sacrament Record Book as an “official witness”, together with the name of the godparent.

What is the difference between a godparent and a witness?
Canon Law describes a witness as “A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic ecclesial community.” A
godparent is a confirmed, practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church.

Can someone serve as godparent by proxy (stand-in) if the godparent is unable to participate in the baptism
ceremony? If a godparent cannot attend the baptism ceremony, a proxy can stand in the place of the missing
godparent. The name of that person will be entered as “proxy” in the Sacramental Record Book, along with the name of
the missing godparent.

Office use
Confirmed baptismal date: Time Priest

Seen by Preparation Team: Entered in Register:




